
Who Do You 
Say That I Am?

Matthew 16:13-20



Nathanael

• John 1:43-51 (ESV) 43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter.



Nathanael

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 
found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”


John 1:45

• 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”



Nathanael

Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out 
of Nazareth?”


John 1:46

• 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”



Nathanael

Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

John 1:46

• Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

• Philip does exactly the right thing.


• He doesn’t try to convince him, telling him what he’s seen and heard.

• He takes him to Jesus. 


• And this is what each of us must do

• You’ve heard things from family

• You’ve heard things in church

• You’ve heard things from preachers and teachers

• You’ve heard things from friends

• You’ve read and watch the media 


• I suggest you go to Jesus himself

• It’s not easy

• Worth it



Nathanael

Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of 
him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no 
deceit!”


John 1:47

• 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”



Nathanael

Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?”

John 1:48

• 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?”



Nathanael

Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when 
you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”


John 1:48

• Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”



Nathanael

Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God! You are the King of Israel!”


John 1:49

• 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”

• What completely changed Nathanael’s mind?


• Talking with Jesus

• Listening to Jesus


• Nathanael eventually becomes one of Jesus’ apostles

• He had chosen his allegiance by saying these words.



Nathanael

Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw 
you under the fig tree,’ do you believe?


John 1:50-51

• 50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe?



Nathanael

Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw 
you under the fig tree,’ do you believe?


You will see greater things than these.”


John 1:50-51

• You will see greater things than these.”



Nathanael

Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw 
you under the fig tree,’ do you believe?


You will see greater things than these.”


And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will 
see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending on the Son of Man.”


John 1:50-51

• 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”



People

• Matthew 16:13-17 (ESV) 13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And 
they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon 
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.



People

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”

Matthew 16:13

• Matthew 16:13-17 (ESV) 13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And 
they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon 
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.



People

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”

Matthew 16:13

John the Baptist

Elijah Jeremiah

one of the prophets

• 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

• These are not bad guess … they are not random



People

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”

Matthew 16:13

John the Baptist

Elijah Jeremiah

one of the prophets

• The people were really debating who Jesus is … 

• not that everyone had heard everything he said, nor seen all he had done … 

• undoubtedly there were rumors and misinformation too.


• Comparing him with the Messianic passages in the Scriptures … at least some of them

• John 1:19-21: They asked John the Baptist … “I am not the Christ … Elijah … the prophet”

• Matthew 11: 2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall 

we look for another?”

• John 7:40-52 (ESV) 


• 40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the Prophet.” 

• 41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” 

• But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? 


• 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 

• 43 So there was a division among the people over him. 

• 44 Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.



Peter

“But who do you say that I am?”

Matthew 16:15

• 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are 
you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.



Peter

Simon Peter replied, 

“You are the Christ, 

the Son of the living God.”


Matthew 16:15

“But who do you say that I am?”

Matthew 16:15

• 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

• 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! 


• For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,

• (Like being just told: Philip to Nathanael)


• but my Father who is in heaven.

• Fulfilled prophecy

• Amazing words

• Signs


• Peter has made a choice

• Peter is more than just stating facts. 

• Peter is saying more than just who Jesus is.

• He has decided that he will trust in Jesus, follow him

• He has given his allegiance to Jesus.



Simon Peter replied, 

“You are the Christ, 

the Son of the living 
God.”


Matthew 16:15

Nathanael answered 
him, “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God! You 
are the King of Israel!”


John 1:49

Confess with Your Mouth

• Nathanael and Peter are confessing.

• But this is much more than just saying words.


•



Confess with Your Mouth

Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, 
Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven


Matthew 7:21

Simon Peter replied, 

“You are the Christ, 

the Son of the living 
God.”


Matthew 16:15

Nathanael answered 
him, “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God! You 
are the King of Israel!”


John 1:49

• Matthew 7:21-23 (ESV) 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 
And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’



Confess with Your Mouth

For with the heart one believes and is justified, 
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.


Romans 10:10

• Romans 10:10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.



Confess with Your Mouth

For with the heart one believes and is justified, 
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.


Romans 10:10

• 8 But what does it say? 

• “The word is near you, 


• in your mouth and 

• in your heart” 


• (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 



Confess with Your Mouth

For with the heart one believes and is justified, 
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.


Romans 10:10

• Deuteronomy 30:11-14  

• “For this commandment that I command you today is not too hard for you, neither is it far off. 

• 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 

• 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 

• 14 But the word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it.



Confess with Your Mouth

For with the heart one believes and is justified, 
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.


Romans 10:10

• Moses brought the people to Mt. Sinai.

• Jehovah came down to the mountain and spoke with them.

• Jehovah was not distant, rather he delivered the law to them.


• Now … 

• Jesus has come to be among us: not too high, not too distant

• Jesus came talking … helping us to understand our relationship with him. 

• It’s not about our perfect obedience, but about our trust, faith in Jesus.



Confess with Your Mouth

For with the heart one believes and is justified, 
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.


Romans 10:10

• 8 But what does it say? 

• “The word is near you, 


• in your mouth and 

• in your heart” 


• (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 

• Deuteronomy 30:11-14  


• “For this commandment that I command you today is not too hard for you, neither is it far off. 

• 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 

• 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 

• 14 But the word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it. 

• Moses brought the people to Mt. Sinai.

• Jehovah came down to the mountain and spoke with them.

• Jehovah was not distant, rather he delivered the law to them.


• Now … 

• Jesus has come to be among us: not too high, not too distant

• Jesus came talking … helping us to understand our relationship with him. 

• It’s not about our perfect obedience, but about our trust, faith in Jesus.



Confess with Your Mouth

For with the heart one believes and is justified, 
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.


Romans 10:10

• 9 because, 

• if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 

• believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 


• you will be saved. 

• 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, 

• and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 



Confess with Your Mouth

For with the heart one believes and is justified, 
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.


Romans 10:10

• 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

• 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all,  
• bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 

• 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”



Peter

• Matthew 16:21-23 (ESV) 21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never 
happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on 
the things of man.”



Peter

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
“Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.”


Matthew 16:22

• Matthew 16:21-23 (ESV) 21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never 
happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on 
the things of man.”



Peter

But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your 
mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”


Matthew 16:23

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
“Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.”


Matthew 16:22

• Matthew 16:21-23 (ESV) 21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never 
happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on 
the things of man.”



Peter

Peter answered him, “Though they all fall 
away because of you, I will never fall away.”


Matthew 26:33

• Matthew 26:33-35 (ESV) 33 Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.”



Peter

Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, 
before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.”


Matthew 26:34

Peter answered him, “Though they all fall 
away because of you, I will never fall away.”


Matthew 26:33

• 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.”



Peter

Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, 
before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.”


Matthew 26:34

Peter answered him, “Though they all fall 
away because of you, I will never fall away.”


Matthew 26:33

Peter said to him, “Even if I must 
die with you, I will not deny you!”


Matthew 26:35

• 35 Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the same.

• Matthew 26:75 And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.



Peter

Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that 
God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.”


Acts 2:36

This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.

Acts 2:32

• Acts 2:22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in 
your midst, as you yourselves know—


• 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.

• 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.



Peter

Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that 
God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.”


Acts 2:36

This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.

Acts 2:32

• 36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

• 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit.



Who do you say that Jesus is?

• Matthew 16:15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”



We implore you 
on behalf of Christ, 

be reconciled to God. 
2 Corinthians 5:20
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