
Falling Short of 
God’s Glory

Romans 3:23



Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for 
my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!


Isaiah 6:5

• Isaiah 6:5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the 
LORD of hosts!”



But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down 
at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart from me, 
for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”


Luke 5:8

• Luke 5:8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”



My son, do not lose sight of these—

keep sound wisdom and discretion,

and they will be life for your soul

and adornment for your neck.


Proverbs 3:21-22

• There’s really something beautiful in the relationship of a father with his child.

• And it’s really difficult for parents not to have expectations and hopes for their children.


• Some parents have very specific expectations: “My daughter is going to be the best physicist.”

• Others are more generalized hopes: For having a good life and being a good person.



Luke 15:11-32

• “There was a man who had two sons. 

• Do you think the father had hopes and expectations for each his sons?

• Do you think either of the sons turned out like the father hoped?



• What kind of man was the Father?

• Gave his younger son his share of the property when asked

• Allowed his son to leave

• Son knew he could return

• Compassionate

• Eager for son’s return

• Welcoming: fully


• ran, embraced, kissed

• best robe, ring, shoes


• Rejoicing and Celebrating

• Went to convince older son to join celebration: entreated

• comforting older son



• Who is the younger son?

• Negative


• Gathered all, went to far country

• Squandered all

• reckless living

• in need

• This isn’t what his father hoped for his son?


• Positive

• went to work when desperate

• Came to himself

• Thought well of his father

• Recognized his sin

• Humbled himself

• Went home



• Who is the older son?

• Stayed with father … served father many years


• What his attitude about “serving” his father? 

• Because of love? What he would get? 


• Angry

• Refused to welcome brother

• Not self aware (never disobeyed)

• Ungrateful (never gave me a young goat)



• Bitter

• Judgmental (how could he possibly know this … it’s an assumption!)


• devoured your property (but it was son’s inheritance)

• prostitutes 


• Jealous (killed the fatted calf for him)

• Is this son what his father hoped he would be?



• Neither of these sons became what their father desired

• Neither one of these sons would have had their father’s praise



for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

Romans 3:23

• Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

• sin: “to miss the mark”

• 1 John 3:4 sin is lawlessness.

• But sin is not just lawlessness, it’s breaking of a relationship.

• Ephesians 2:1-2 (ESV) 1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of 

the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—



For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.


Romans 1:16

• Romans 1:16-17 (ESV) 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”



For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.


Romans 1:18

• Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.



For although they knew God, they did not honor 
him as God or give thanks to him, but they 
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish 
hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they 
became fools, and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling mortal 
man and birds and animals and creeping things.


Romans 1:21-23

• Romans 1:21-23 (ESV) 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish 
hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things.



Therefore GOD GAVE THEM UP in the 
lusts of their hearts to impurity


Romans 1:24

For this reason GOD GAVE THEM UP 
to dishonorable passions.


Romans 1:26

And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, 
GOD GAVE THEM UP to a debased mind to do what 
ought not to be done.


Romans 1:28

• Romans 1:24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,

• Romans 1:26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature;

• Romans 1:28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done.



Therefore GOD GAVE THEM UP in the 
lusts of their hearts to impurity


Romans 1:24

For this reason GOD GAVE THEM UP 
to dishonorable passions.


Romans 1:26

And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, 
GOD GAVE THEM UP to a debased mind to do what 
ought not to be done.


Romans 1:28

• God gave them up

• This is God allowing mankind to walk away from him and do as we please


• Like the younger son.

• Paul tells us of God’s wrath, certainly.


• But God was not just angry.

• God let us make our choices. 


• The problem for us is where these choices lead us: impurity; dishonorable; debased.



Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one 
of you who judges. For in passing judgment on 
another you condemn yourself, because you, the 
judge, practice the very same things.


Romans 2:1

• Romans 2:1-3 (ESV) 1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, 
the judge, practice the very same things. 2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. 3 Do you suppose, O man—you who 
judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God?



For all who have sinned without the law will also 
perish without the law, and all who have sinned 
under the law will be judged by the law.


Romans 2:12

• Romans 2:12 For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law.



They show that the work of the law is written on their 
hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, 
and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse 
them on that day when, according to my gospel, 
God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.


Romans 2:15-16

• Romans 2:15-16 (ESV) 15 They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse 
or even excuse them 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.



What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, 
not at all. For we have already charged that 
all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin,


Romans 3:9

• Romans 3:9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin,



None is righteous, no, not one

Romans 3:10

• Romans 3:10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one;



Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks 
to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God.


Romans 3:19

• Romans 3:19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be 
held accountable to God.



for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

Romans 3:23

• Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

• If we’ve all sinned, how can we go home?

• Would God even want us back?


• And this is where many of us stumble. 

• Knowing that we’ve sinned, and face God’s wrath,


• And that I haven’t been what he would want me to be

• And that he doesn’t approve of what I am now: I’ve fallen short



For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom 
all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, 
should make the founder of their salvation perfect 
through suffering.


Hebrews 2:10

• Hebrews 2:10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect 
through suffering.



and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,


Romans 3:24

• Romans 3:21-26 (ESV) 21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was 
to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he 
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.



• Will you choose to come home to your father?

• Come to your senses

• Trust in your father who loves you so much.

• Received by faith … he will welcome you.



We implore you 
on behalf of Christ, 

be reconciled to God. 
2 Corinthians 5:20
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Synopsis: In this lesson we are reminded that all of us have sinned, yet God’s plan was to bring us back to 
glory.

“Let all that you do be done with love.”
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