
Authority Over All Flesh

John 17:2

• John 17: Jesus’ prayer



Authority

• text



Authority

Father, the hour has come; glorify 
your Son that the Son may glorify 
you, since you have given him 
authority over all flesh, to give eternal 
life to all whom you have given him. 

John 17:1-2 

Father, the hour has come; glorify 
your Son that the Son may glorify 
you, since you have given him 
authority over all flesh, to give eternal 
life to all whom you have given him. 

John 17:1-2 

• text



Authority

authority over all flesh 

the divinely given right and 
power to act along with the 
related freedom 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament

• (CWSB Dictionary) As far as right, authority, or capability is concerned, it involves ability, power, strength (dúnamis [G1411]) as in Matt. 9:8; 28:18.



Authority

authority over all flesh 

the divinely given right and 
power to act along with the 
related freedom 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament

• (CWSB Dictionary) Power over persons and things, dominion, authority, rule.

•



Authority

authority over all flesh 

the divinely given right and 
power to act along with the 
related freedom 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament

• (Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary) “the power of rule or government,” the power of one whose will and commands must be obeyed by others



Authority

authority over all flesh 

the divinely given right and 
power to act along with the 
related freedom 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament

• (TDNT - Abridged) 4. In relation to Christ's person and work exousía denotes the divinely given right and power to act along with the related freedom (Mt. 28:18; Rev. 
12:10). This is a cosmic power but with a special human reference (Jn. 17:2; Mt. 11:27; Jn. 1:12; 5:27: at the judgment). The historical Jesus claims exousía within the 
limits of his commission, e.g., to forgive sins (Mk. 2:10), to expel demons (Mk. 3:15), and to teach (Mt. 7:29; Mk. 11:28; Mt. 9:8; Lk. 4:36). This power is inseparable 
from the imminence of the kingdom; with the presence of him who exercises it, the kingdom itself draws near.



Authority

authority over all flesh 

the divinely given right and 
power to act along with the 
related freedom 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament

following the prince of 
the power of the air 

Ephesians 2:2

• Whose authority have I lived under? 
• Ephesians 2:1-3 (ESV Strong’s) 1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of 

the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires 
of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.



Authority

authority over all flesh 

the divinely given right and 
power to act along with the 
related freedom 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament

following the prince of 
the power of the air 

Ephesians 2:2

domain of darkness 
Colossians 1:13

• Colossians 1:11-14 (ESV Strong’s) 11 May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, 12 giving 
thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us 
to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.



Authority

authority over all flesh 

the divinely given right and 
power to act along with the 
related freedom 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament

following the prince of 
the power of the air 

Ephesians 2:2

domain of darkness 
Colossians 1:13

He gave the right to 
become children of God 

John 1:12

• John 1:9-13 (ESV Strong’s) 9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 
yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.



Authority

authority over all flesh 

the divinely given right and 
power to act along with the 
related freedom 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament

following the prince of 
the power of the air 

Ephesians 2:2

domain of darkness 
Colossians 1:13

He gave the right to 
become children of God 

John 1:12

the kingdom of his 
beloved Son 

Colossians 1:13

• Colossians 1:11-14 (ESV Strong’s) 11 May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, 12 giving 
thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us 
to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.



Authority to JUDGE

• Authority to Judge

• John 5:25-29



Authority to JUDGE

And he has given him 
authority to execute judgment, 
because he is the Son of Man. 

John 5:27

• John 5:25-29 (ESV Strong’s) 25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who 
hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, 
because he is the Son of Man.



I am accountable to Jesus.

Authority to JUDGE

And he has given him 
authority to execute judgment, 
because he is the Son of Man. 

John 5:27

• I am accountable to Jesus



Authority to JUDGE

I am accountable to Jesus.

good

resurrection of life

resurrection of judgment
evil

• John 5:28-29: Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the 
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.


•



Authority to JUDGE

I am accountable to Jesus.

good

resurrection of life

resurrection of judgment
evil

• 2 Corinthians 5:10 (ESV) 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, 
whether good or evil.



Authority to JUDGE

I am accountable to Jesus.

good

resurrection of life

resurrection of judgment
evil

Christ

For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, so that each one may receive 
what is due for what he has done in the body, 
whether good or evil. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 

• 2 Corinthians 5:10 (ESV) 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, 
whether good or evil.



Authority to JUDGE

I am accountable to Jesus.

good

resurrection of life

resurrection of judgment
evil

Christ

on that day when, according to 
my gospel, God judges the 
secrets of men by Christ Jesus. 

Romans 2:16

• Romans 2:16 (ESV) 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.



Authority to JUDGE

I am accountable to Jesus.

good

resurrection of life

resurrection of judgment
evil

Christ

do not obey the gospel 
2 Thessalonians 1:8

• 2 Thessalonians 1:5-12 (ESV) 5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also 
suffering— 6 since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the 
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10 when he 
comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed. 11 To this end we 
always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his power, 12 so that the name 
of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.



Authority to JUDGE

I am accountable to Jesus.

good

resurrection of life

resurrection of judgment
evil

Christ

do not obey the gospel 
2 Thessalonians 1:8

all who have believed 
2 Thessalonians 1:10

• 2 Thessalonians 1:5-12 (ESV) 5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also 
suffering— 6 since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the 
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10 when he 
comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed. 11 To this end we 
always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his power, 12 so that the name 
of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.



Authority to TEACH

• Authority to Teach



Authority to TEACH

they were astonished at his 
teaching, for his word 
possessed authority 

Luke 4:32

• Luke 4:31-37: And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the Sabbath, 32 and they were astonished at his teaching, for his 
word possessed authority. 33 And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Ha! What have 
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and 
come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm. 36 And they were all amazed and said to 
one another, “What is this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 37 And reports about him went out into every 
place in the surrounding region.



Authority to TEACH

I must listen to Jesus.

they were astonished at his 
teaching, for his word 
possessed authority 

Luke 4:32

• I must listen to Jesus



Authority to TEACH

I must listen to Jesus.

This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to Him! 
Luke 9:35

• Luke 9:28-36 (ESV) 28 Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And as he was 
praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. 30 And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 31 who 
appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, 
but when they became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it 
is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34 As he was saying these things, a 
cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen 
One; listen to him!” 36 And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen.



Authority to TEACH

He has spoken to us by His Son 
Hebrews 1:2

I must listen to Jesus.

• Hebrews 1:1-4 (ESV) 1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his 
Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.



Authority to TEACH

Pay attention 
2 Peter 1:19

I must listen to Jesus.

• 2 Peter 1:16-21 (ESV) 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 And we have 
the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises 
in your hearts, 20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will 
of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.



Authority to FORGIVE

• Authority to Forgive Sins



Authority to FORGIVE

you may know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins 

Luke 5:24

• Luke 5:17-26: On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea 
and from Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with him to heal. 18 And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were 
seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, 19 but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed 
through the tiles into the midst before Jesus. 20 And when he saw their faith, he said, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began 
to question, saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22 When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, “Why 
do you question in your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the man who was paralyzed—“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 25 And immediately he rose up before 
them and picked up what he had been lying on and went home, glorifying God. 26 And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe, 
saying, “We have seen extraordinary things today.”



you may know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins 

Luke 5:24

Authority to FORGIVE

I am saved by Jesus.

• I am saved by Jesus



All we like sheep have 
gond astray … Jehovah 
has laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all. 

Isaiah 53:6

Authority to FORGIVE

I am saved by Jesus.

• Isaiah 53:4-6 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.



Authority to FORGIVE

I am saved by Jesus.
All we like sheep have 
gond astray … Jehovah 
has laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all. 

Isaiah 53:6

He bore the sins of many 
Isaiah 53:12

• Isaiah 53:12 (ESV) 12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and 
was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.


•



He himself bore our sins 
in his body on the tree 

1 Peter 2:24

Authority to FORGIVE

I am saved by Jesus.
All we like sheep have 
gond astray … Jehovah 
has laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all. 

Isaiah 53:6

He bore the sins of many 
Isaiah 53:12

• 1 Peter 2:24-25: He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you 
were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.



Authority to FORGIVE

I am saved by Jesus.

The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe 
in the gospel. 

Mark 1:15

• Mark 1:14-15 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”


•



Whoever believes and is 
baptized will be saved, but 
whoever does not believe 
will be condemned. 

Mark 16:16

Authority to FORGIVE

I am saved by Jesus.

The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe 
in the gospel. 

Mark 1:15

• Mark 1:14-15 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”


• Mark 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.



ALL Authority

• All Authority



ALL Authority

All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 

Matthew 28:18

• Matthew 28:16-20: Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but 
some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.”



ALL Authority

I must obey Jesus.

All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 

Matthew 28:18

• I must obey Jesus



ALL Authority

I must obey Jesus.

All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 

Matthew 28:18

• 1 Peter 3:21-22: Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.



ALL Authority

I must obey Jesus.

All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 

Matthew 28:18

• Ephesians 1:20-22: that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and 
gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.



ALL Authority

I must obey Jesus.

All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 

Matthew 28:18

• Matthew 28:16-20: Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but 
some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.”



ALL Authority

I must obey Jesus.

All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 

Matthew 28:18

make disciples

• 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,



ALL Authority

I must obey Jesus.

All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 

Matthew 28:18

make disciples

baptizing them

• baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit



ALL Authority

I must obey Jesus.

All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 

Matthew 28:18

make disciples

baptizing them

teaching them

• 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.



Authority Over All Flesh

John 17:2

• Examine life: whose authority are you living under?

• Self = Satan

• Jesus


• Judge

• Listen to his teaching

• Look to Him for Forgiveness: repent, believe, baptized

• Make disciples



We implore you on 
behalf of Christ, 

be reconciled to God. 
2 Corinthians 5:20
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Synopsis:  Jesus tells us that His Father has given him authority over all flesh. By examining other 
statements about authority we learn that Jesus has authority to judge, teach, forgive sins, and His 
authority is over all.

“Let all that you do be done with love.”

"Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway 
Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.”
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